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Good afternoon Chairwoman Kushner, Chairwoman Porter, ranking members, and 

members of the Labor and Public Employees Committee. My name is Rob Cheatham 

and I work at the Norwalk DMV and am a member of AFSCME Council 4, Local 478. 

The members of Local 478 have been doing critical work and continuing to provide 

services to the public throughout the pandemic.  

I am here to testify in support of HB 5356, An Act Concerning Pandemic Pay for 

Essential Workers, which would provide $2000 for full time workers and $1000 for part 

time workers who were deemed essential during the pandemic. When Covid-19 first 

struck Connecticut, the workers at the DMV were deemed essential and we had to 

continue providing services to the public and adjust to a frightening new normal. This 

caused a great level of stress and uncertainty among DMV workers who initially did not 

have enough PPE. Luckily, we were able to procure enough so we were able to clean 

our work stations and protect ourselves as best as we could.  

Despite the pandemic the public still required DMV services and we did as best as we 

could to continue business as normal. The pandemic didn’t stop the public from needing 

to register their car or receive licenses. Throughout all of this we did our best to remain 

adequately spaced and safe. Even with precautions there was still a fear among 

workers about catching Covid-19 and endangering ourselves or our families since we 

could not conduct this work remotely. Unfortunately, we had to see many coworkers 

become sick with Covid-19 which increased all of our stress and worry about our safety.  

For the last couple years we have heard officials call essential workers heroes and 

praise the work we’ve been doing to provide services. Now is the time to help the 

workers who sacrificed their safety and health to ensure that the public did not lose 

access to services. All essential workers who were on the frontlines during the 

pandemic have earned either a $2000 or $1000 payment for what we’ve done.  

I want to thank the committee for raising this bill and urge the committee to support this 

important piece of legislation. Thank you.  


